
1    The Api Newsletter July - September  2023                                   1



   The Api Newsletter July - September  2023                                   2

 

The Latest – Climate Action, Towards 
Net-Zero-Targets

PAFA Driving French Translation of 
The API  

African Accountants General 
Association Officially Launched	

IFAC Advances Public Value Creation 
– Through Professionalisation 	

API Meets with SIDA Leadership

USAID Supports Health Sector 
Capacity Development 

API Holds PFM Conference

PAFA Holds the First AQR Managers 
Forum Meeting

Countries Getting Ready to 
Commence Professionalisation

Donors & Development Partners 
Supporting The API

The API and AAFA Partnership 
Reinforced

The API Solutions

About The API

MORE NEWS 

10

11

12

13

14

14

15

6

4

5

3

7

8

CONTENTS



2    The Api Newsletter July - September  2023                                   3

CLIMATE ACTION, TOWARDS 
NET-ZERO-TARGETS

Have you stopped thinking about climate action? Is your board of directors 
against advancing actions by your organisation to combat climate change? 
Have you given up on the need to develop your teams’ skills and competencies 
on sustainability? Are you opposed to establishing robust Environmental and 
Social Governance (ESG) management and reporting systems / structures? 
Do you want to miss out on the opportunities of understanding sustainability 
reporting? Our busyness might cost us and generations to come if we do 
not invest in productive measures to combat climate change. The ravaging 
consequences of global warming are accelerating. Soon or later, no one will be 
spared.

McKinsey: One World, One Family, One Future – Towards sustainable growth: From 
poverty to economic empowerment | McKinsey
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https://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/our-research/from-poverty-to-empowerment-raising-the-bar-for-sustainable-and-inclusive-growth?stcr=57B97925F93A49858406C69072278305&cid=other-eml-alt-mip-mck&hlkid=a199112128364d268550ddacee182323&hctky=13011170&hdpid=9d10619d-9eae-468f-88ed-e68a7f407d41
https://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/our-research/from-poverty-to-empowerment-raising-the-bar-for-sustainable-and-inclusive-growth?stcr=57B97925F93A49858406C69072278305&cid=other-eml-alt-mip-mck&hlkid=a199112128364d268550ddacee182323&hctky=13011170&hdpid=9d10619d-9eae-468f-88ed-e68a7f407d41
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AFRICAN ACCOUNTANTS 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION 
OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED

The 6th of July 2023 will be remembered for centuries as the birthday of the 
African Association of Accountants General – AAAG. On this day, a special 
ceremony was held to welcome a new baby The AAAG. Accountants General 
play a critical role in the success of public financial management reforms. The 
decision by the Eastern and Southern Africa Accountants General -ESAAG 
to transition and support the formation of a continental body of Accountants 
General aligns with the progressive African Union spirit of realising prosperity 
through unity, inspired by the African Union Agenda 2063 aspirations. The 
conception of AAAG was spearheaded by the African Union, ESAAG and the 
Pan African Federation of Accountants (PAFA). Learn More
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https://esaag.org/
https://professionalisation.africa/the-african-association-of-accountants-general-aaag-launched/
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PAFA is advancing actions to conclude the translation and contextualisation of 
the French language API accelerated learning programme.  The programme 
targets public sector accountants and auditors with years of experience but 
having not undergone professionalisation. The translation is being undertaken 
under the IFAC - MOU with donors to support strengthening of Public Financial 
Management to enhance accountability for public resources. The IFAC-MOU 
partners are: The Global Fund, Global Vaccine Alliance (GAVI) and USAID. PAFA 
is IFAC’s implementation agent in Africa and is working with CREFIAF (The 
African organisation of supreme audit institutions in French speaking countries, 
the PAO in Burkina-Faso and other stakeholders in Francophone Africa). 
The ongoing translation work is specifically funded by the Global Fund and 
focuses on developing the translation as a pilot case for Burkina-Faso and with 
potential for wider applicability and implementation in the French speaking 
countries. Realising professionalisation in the French speaking countries will 
contribute to the African Union’s goal of realising the agenda 2063 aspirations 
within its strong membership of 55 countries on the African continent. The API 
will provide more information on the progress being achieved.  
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20230601STO93804/eu-ai-act-first-regulation-on-artificial-intelligence
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20230601STO93804/eu-ai-act-first-regulation-on-artificial-intelligence
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IFAC upholds the principle and goal of advancing greater 
accountability and transparency in the public sector. The 
API works with IFAC to progress and realise the objective of 
strengthening the professional capacity to achieve good financial 
governance in the public sector. IFAC’s support for this vision has 
contributed to the API’s credibility among a wider array of global 
partners and its stature in the industry helped bring attention, 
including donor funds, to the API project. IFAC was able to allocate 
a portion of the PAO Capacity Building Program grant that it had 
received from the UK government to fund the development of 
education and training materials, meaning the cost to government 
agencies and students would be minimal (this is vividly reflected 
in the significantly discounted API learning fees).  In addition 
to making the courses more attractive to adopt and use, this 
decision demonstrated a commitment to prudent use of donor 
funds to support a long-term, sustainable strategy. IFAC has 
also consistently championed the importance of accrual-based 
reporting to sound financial management, giving API’s core value 
proposition greater authority on an international stage. The API 
and its stakeholders (African Union, INTOSAI, PAFA, AFROSAI-E, 
CREFIAF, AAAG, among others) are grateful to IFAC for the 
support. 

IFAC ADVANCES PUBLIC 
VALUE CREATION – THROUGH 
PROFESSIONALISATION 
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API MEETS
WITH SIDA 
LEADERSHIP
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In a significant step toward enhancing its 
professionalisation efforts, the African 
Professionalisation Initiative (API) Executive 
Committee members and secretariat staff 
held productive discussions with the Swedish 
International Cooperation and Development 
Agency (SIDA). SIDA is API’s main funder. 
The meeting took place on 10 August 2023. 
The API is grateful for the strong partnership 
and good working relationship between 
SIDA and AFROSAI-E, which resulted in the 
unlocking of the support for the API. Present 
at the meeting were SIDA representative, 
Therese Sjöström; the Acting CEO of the 
African Association of Accountants General 
(AAAG) Nokwanda Mngeni; CEO of the 
Pan African Federation of Accountants 
(PAFA), Prof. Alta Prinsloo and the CEO of 
the African Organisation of Supreme Audit 
Institutions from English speaking countries 
(AFROSAI-E), Meisie Nkau. Learn More

THE LATEST THE LATEST

https://esaag.org/
https://www.pafa.org.za/
https://afrosai-e.org.za/
https://professionalisation.africa/api-meets-with-its-key-donor-sida/
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USAID SUPPORTS 
HEALTH  SECTOR 
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 
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The API is working with African Auditors Generals 
under the AFROSAI-E and CREFIAF to maintain 
an upward and forward movement towards 
achievement of progress in strengthening the 
capacity of the human resources within Supreme 
Audit Institutions (SAIs) across Africa.  Both 
AFOSAI-E and CREFIAF have prioritised SAI 
staff professionalisation as a key area of focus 
in their strategic plans. To realise success, USAID 
under its arrangement with IFAC under the 
IFAC-MOU with various donors (The Global Fund; 
GAVI and USAID) is funding the development 
of a performance audit learning program for 
the health sector supply chains. The learning 
program is expected to be ready in 2024 
whereafter it will be piloted and made available 
for capacity development in SAIs across the 
African Continent. The API is grateful to USAID 
and IFAC for progressing this key milestone that 
will see greater improvements in accountability 
reporting for health sector funding. 

THE LATEST
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API Virtual Public Finance 
Management - PFM Conference

The 1st

Theme: Public Value Creation Through Quality Public 
Finance Governance

API Holds PFM Conference

The API has successfully held its first PFM Conference. The PFM Conference 
was organised in partnership with CGAIZ, an IFAC and PAFA member; BICA, 
an IFAC and PAFA member and PAAB Zimbabwe, the accountancy regulator in 
Zimbabwe. During the event, IPSAB was the knowledge partner, while INTOSAI 
was the guest panellist. We welcome you to take part in the second PFM 
conference slated for September 2024. This is the second successful virtual 
event organised by the API after the spectacularly successful PFM workshop held 
in April 2023. API will deepen its partnership with PAOs to deliver high-quality 
public-sector finance management events from 2024 and beyond by planning 2 
to 4 virtual events each year. Learn More

https://professionalisation.africa/the-1st-api-virtual-public-sector-finance-management-conference/
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PAFA Holds the First AQR 
Managers Forum Meeting 
The Pan African Federation of Accountants (PAFA) has successfully held its inaugural 
meeting of the Forum of Heads of Audit Quality Assurance Departments in Africa. 
The event took place on the 30 - 31 of August 2023 in Nairobi, Kenya.  The Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants of Kenya (ICPAK) played host to this important gathering 
of senior executives from Professional Accountancy Organisations (PAOs) drawn 
from the African Continent. The API attended this high-profile inaugural event. PAFA 
is one of the four partner organisations (PAFA; AAAG; AFROSAI-E & CREFIAF) that 
comprise core founders of the African Professionalisation Initiative (API). Learn More

https://professionalisation.africa/api-takes-part-in-the-inaugural-meeting-of-pafa-audit-quality-review/
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Countries 
Getting Ready 
to Commence 
Professionalisation

The support received from the API partner 
organisations (AAAG, PAFA, CREFIAF 
and AFROSAI-E) to rally support for the 
professionalisation of public sector accountants 
and auditors in African governments has resulted 
in positive progress in securing buy-in from various 
countries. Below is a summary of countries that 
have achieved significant milestones towards 
commencement of professionalisation. Other 
countries not included here are still working on 
stakeholder alignment and once this is achieved, 
we will provide updates in the subsequent API 
newsletters. 
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Zimbabwe

Professionalisation advancing. Some learners being 
processed for funding support under African Development 
funding. 

Botswana Finalisation of tuition support arrangements ongoing. 
Professionalisation to start soon.

Liberia Planning for MOU signing being finalised. MOU expected 
to be signed before the end of 2023

Eswatini
Country engagements on going to sign the MOU before 
the dn of 2023. All country stakeholders have agreed to 
support government’s goal of professionalise accountants 
and auditors. 

Gambia Expression of interest received. The MOU is expected to 
be signed before the end of the year

Lesotho
Discussions ongoing to finalise arrangements to 
sign the MOU in December 2023 and commence 
professionalisation from January 2024. 
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Donors & Development Partners 
Supporting The API

The API is grateful to the following donors and development partners that have 
committed funds and other forms of support to enable the successful rollout of the 
African Professionalisation Programmes.

The African Union (AU) has signed an MOU through PAFA to support public 
sector professionalisation. The AU leadership engages and takes part in 
professionalisation events organised by the API partner organisations and 
has provided funding and coordination support to ensure enhanced capacity 
to realised greater accountability and transparency in the public sector.

Has committed core funding through the AFROSAI-E to build the institutional 
capacity for API covering staffing; travel; communication & branding and 
realisation of transition to a permanent and sustainable entity. 

IFAC played a key role in the conception of the API working with AFROSAI-E, 
AAAG (ESAAG), PAFA and CREFIAF by using part of the funding it received 
from the United Kingdom (UK) government to support kickstarting of the 
development of the API learning programmes. IFAC continues to offer great 
support. 

Provided funding through the AFROSAI-E to realise professionalisation 
across various countries

Has made available funding through the AFROSAI_E to support API 
programmes. 

Has set aside funding through the IFAC-MOU for development of the learning 
programme on performance audits for health sector supply chains. USAID is 
planning to support more activities/ areas. 

Availed funding through IFAC to support the French translation and 
contextualisation of the accelerated / incumbents learning program 
targeting experienced but un-professionalised accountants and auditors in 
government. Also partnering with AFROSAI-E in SAI professionalisation. 

Funding availed through the IFAC-MOU for PFM strengthening in Ghana. 
Also arranging support for AFROSAI-E for its SAI professionalisation 
programmes. 
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The API and AAFA Partnership 
Reinforced

The API Solutions

The API recently participated in the 12th Annual African Accounting and Finance 
(AAFA) in Accra Ghana from the 5th to the 8th of September 2023. Through the 
existing knowledge partnership between API and AAFA, some of the quality work 
already undertaken by API has been informed by findings arising from research work 
undertaken by AAFA. This approach enables API to address the development element 
of research and development by ensuring that actions and programmes implemented 
are backed by facts/ reliable information achieved through research evidence. Learn 
More

The houses below summarise the learning programmes at the API. The API online 
learning platform and high-quality learning materials were developed with significant 
donor funding support and are benchmarked against the IFAC and INTOSAI 
standards and meet the highest employer quality expectations. They are highly 
discounted to assure the success of your professionalisation goals. 

When you are ready to professionalise, please choose below what may work for you 
immediately and drop us an email at info@professionalisation.africa . 

Houses (Learning Programmes)

Incumbents (Experienced 
un-professionalised 

accountants and 
auditors)-Implemented

Micro credentials 
(e.g., the Performance 
Audits for the Health 
Sector) - Ready from 

2024  (More Micro 
credentials to be 

developed)

Specialisation - 
Ready for occupation 

from 2024

Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) 
in partnership with 

national PAOs.

Students - Ready for 
occupation in 2025

House 1 House4House2 House5House3

https://professionalisation.africa/api-and-aafa-partnership-reinforced-at-the-2023-aafa-annual-conference/
https://professionalisation.africa/api-and-aafa-partnership-reinforced-at-the-2023-aafa-annual-conference/
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About The API

Vision

The API Learning Programme 

Mission
An African public sector capacitated 
with competent, ethical and 
influential professionals who support 
accountability, transparency and good 
financial governance.

To grow the capacity of accountancy 
professionals in the African public sector 
for enhanced service delivery.

aims to achieve the above institutional goal as a partnership between the accountancy profession 
(represented by the Pan African Federation of Accountants (“PAFA”)), accountants general or their 
equivalent (African Association of Accountants General - “AAAG”)), and supreme audit institutions 
or courts of auditors (represented by the English (“AFROSAI-E”) and French (“CREFIAF”) language 
sub-groups of the African Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions (“AFROSAI”)).

Contact Us
Please visit the API website www.professionalisation.africa 
for more information. You may also contact us by 
email: info@professionalisation.africa

https://professionalisation.africa/
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